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Pauatahanui Residents Association

Minutes of the Management Committee Meeting held at 325 Gray’s Road at 5.30 pm on Thursday 6 September 2007
1. Present. 

     Lynette Wharfe  (Chair), Ken McAdam, Alan Gray (Secretary),  Mike Conroy, Nicky Chapman, Kay Middleton. 

Andrew Gray (PCC) attended at the beginning of the meeting to discuss the Pauatahanui Walkway.
2. Welcome: to the 2 new members of the PRA Management Committee, Kay Middleton and Nicky Chapman.
3. Apologies:    Mary Dighton
4. Minutes: Minutes of the previous meeting of 19 July 2007were approved. 

5. Matters arising from the Minutes:  Discussed under General Business
6. Correspondence 
6.1. Inward  - Various PCC committee and other papers, including:
6.1.1. Reply from Gary Simpson to our request to commence the Pauatahanui Village Strategy ASAP saying that the matter has been referred to Sue Veart and the Village Planning Steering group to discuss (30/07/2007). Similar letter also received from Sue Veart.

6.1.2. Letter notifying a pre-hearing meeting on the EQM application for a plan change to be held on 7 August. [25/07/2007]
6.1.3. E-mail from John Wells of the Guardians in response to our request for a joint meeting to discuss monitoring of stream sedimentation. [27/08/2007] Already circulated. 

6.1.4. E-mail from Mike and Diane Strugnell with their concerns about the proposed Puketiro Windfarm [04/08/2007] Already circulated.

6.1.5. E-mail from Tami Woods, Project Manager, Regional Policy Statement Review, for Greater Wellington advising that after consultation the full draft document will not now be released until February 2008. [14/08/2007]

6.1.6. Porirua Council of Social Services Newsletter for August.

6.2. Outward

6.2.1. PRA submission to the Environment and Local Body Select Committee on the Pauatahanui Burial Ground Bill [30/08/2007]. 

7. General Business

7.1. Accounts. A number of members have not yet renewed their subscription for the 2007-08 year. A reminder to be sent asking whether they wish to continue membership with the PRA. 
7.2. Regional Policy Statement. This document has been delayed and will not now appear until early next year but still opportunity for input into the draft. Lynette to send Mike the Web address and he will look into it. 
7.3. EQM subdivision. Concern has been expressed about the visibility effect from the cluster housing. EQM have only recently produced a visibility map showing how the site can be seen from the surrounding area. It was felt that this should have been available to submitters well before the hearing. Concern was also expressed about resource consents being controlled when it was felt that restricted discretionary would be more appropriate. PRA to wait for the decision of the Hearings Panel. 
7.4. Monitoring Silt Discharges into Pauatahanui Inlet.   Concern has been expressed about the lack of targets for the Pauatahanui Inlet, enforceable standards for sedimentation, and routine monitoring on silt discharges. The Management Committee has approached the Guardians [GOPI] and the Trust [PICT]. A joint initiative has been suggested between the 3 organisations with a preliminary meeting to focus the issues and then an approach to Wellington Regional Council. Mike and Lynette to represent PRA in these discussions. 
7.5. O’More Partnership Landfill application. No further news on this application.
7.6. Porirua City Centre Revitalisation Project.  PCC has released a concept plan for the City Centre, in particular the Cobham Court Area. Funding is proposed to be a “partnership” with private landowners and developers. The proposal is to open up the canopies area to vehicle traffic among other things and to develop Cobham Court as a park. Submissions on the concept plan close on 16 November 2007.Alan to obtain more discussion documents for Lynette and Ken.
7.7. Paekakariki Hill Road.  In the gorge area of Paekakariki Hill Road there is a slip forming which could threaten the road. Mike will send a draft e-mail to Alan to forward to Peter Bailey at PCC warning him of the problem.  
7.8. PRA website. The Committee has been considering establishing a website for minutes, submissions and other notices.   John Malsher (PRA member) has a website he is offering for community involvement -  www.pauatahanui.com and there is also a ‘Pauatahanui Portal’ working out of Taylor Stace cottage – www.pauatahanui.co.nz inviting community input.   The Committee are to look at both websites for a recommendation at the next meeting as to who to approach.  
7.9. The Rural Review Reference Group.  This continues in fits and starts as the PCC Officers have to fit it into their workload. 
7.10. Pauatahanui Burial Ground Bill. This is currently before the Local Government and Environment Select Committee. Jenny Brash on behalf of PCC today made an oral submission to follow up their written one. Further oral submissions will be heard next week and PRA will make a presentation.
7.11. Village Development Project.  A Pauatahanui Village Development Project is on hold as it is intended by PCC to be part of the Rural Review whose progress has been slow and uncertain. PRA has written to PCC to try and uncouple the 2 projects. Matt Trlin from PCC has informed us that the Porirua Development Framework in its draft form will be released in September, and submissions will close in December. This will contain proposals for the “change area” at Pauatahanui, designated as such because of the future major junction with the Transmission Gully Motorway on Lane’s flat. It will also cover proposals for the rural area. When that document is available in the next few weeks then it may need a public meeting arranged by PRA. In the meantime the Pauatahanui Village Strategy is on hold. 
7.12. Regular meetings with Councillors. Councillor Euon Murrell has asked if councillors could routinely attend Management Committee meetings. It was felt this would be inhibiting of free discussion, but that Councillors could be invited for specific issues, and to meet with new Councillors. The venue for meetings will continue at 325 Grays Road at present but any meeting with Councillors should be on neutral territory e.g Lodge at the Inlet or similar. Alan To write and inform Euon. 
7.13. Fernhill Logging / Development Project. Nicky spoke to this. Part of the Fernhill Forest, 162 hectares, has been sold to an Aucklander, Mike Duggan. 
The logging rights have been sold to Forestry Asset Management and they are currently applying for necessary consents. The logging trucks will use Flighty’s Road, which has been used before for logging, and timber will be taken out over 3 years. Flighty’s Road is fragile, and Mike Duggan has met with the neighbourhood group and is prepared to work with them to keep disruption to a minimum. It will not require widening of Flighty’s Road. There is the problem of large trucks turning on to State Highway 58, particularly if they want to turn right. 
Following logging it is proposed to subdivide the area into lifestyle blocks and Michael Duggan will apply for the relevant consents for the development. 
7.14. Puketiro Windfarm. This is rapidly becoming a contentious issue among the local community. While people are generally sympathetic to the idea of a windfarm, the sheer size and site of the turbines has worried many people in the vicinity. The main issues are:
·  noise 
·  light flickering with a stroboscopic effect.

Other issues are:
· Access. - there are 5 possible access routes - Battle Hill Farm Park, Flighty’s Road, Moonshine Road, off Paekakariki Hill Rd (Tse’s) and Totara Park (Upper Hutt)
· The effect on Pauatahanui Village if access for construction is via Paekakariki Hill Rd.

· The visual effects on the skyline which appear to be greater than anticipated.
Local residents are forming groups to coordinate their actions and consulting with community groups in Makara who opposed the windfarm there. 
The firm managing the project [RES] is offering more information in November.  Consent applications are likely to be submitted in early 2008 [probably February]. 

PCC is about to notify a Plan Change for windfarms with standards [it has none at present] and this is going to be available in the next few weeks. 
It is possible the Government may remove local councils from the consent process by a Ministerial “call in” as a matter of national interest, and manage it through a Board of Enquiry process [As they did with the controversial  Waikato High Voltage Transmission Line] 

It was felt that PRA’s role is to keep the community fully informed:
· Lynette will talk to Chris Drayton, the Manager of RES.
· Nicky will get more information from the Makara Group 
· The Moonshine and Flighty’s Road Groups are thinking of linking up and wonder what the Paekakariki Hill Road residents will do? Mike and Ken will produce a pamphlet to test local opinion. 
· Lynette suggested a public meeting with Regional Council Candidates. Time is short as voting papers go out soon. E-mail address and telephone numbers of the 5 Porirua candidates to be obtained and a tentative booking for the Lodge at the Inlet made for Monday 24 September at 7.30 pm. 
8. Walkway from Ration Point to Pauatahanui. Andrew Gray, landscape architect for PCC gave a power point presentation on the concept design for the next stage of the walkway. The walkway will be 2.2 metres wide. Its construction may be in wood but possibly in concrete “planks” which are used in Australia. The walkway would extend into areas where it will be exposed to wave action. The section around Ration Point is relatively straight forward, but the section between Ration Point and Ration Creek is problematic. The road here gets frequently flooded and the area between the road and the sea is devoid of rushes and other cover in places. PCC propose to take the boardwalk seaward to skirt the existing rushes and to infill the area between the road and the walk with new plantings. The section between Ration Creek and Paekakariki Hill Road is a sensitive area because this is adjacent to the Wildlife Reserve and migratory birds rest and nest here adjacent to the road. This has been discussed with the Management of the reserve.  It is proposed that there will be a fence on the seaward side of the walk here to screen the walkers from the birdlife.  The committee thanked Andrew for his presentation and time coming out in the evening. 

In discussion, the relevant issues are:
· Because of speeding traffic on the straight section of the road, there should be a barrier between the road and the walkway.

· Parking issues. Parking in Pauatahanui Village is at a premium with the cinema, cafes, shops and school. Consideration should be given to providing a parking area just at the start of Grays Road for people using the walkway. 

· Height is an issue. It should not high enough to be intrusive on views of the inlet from the road, but given the very low height of the road above sea level here, it may need to have some extra height to allow for sea elevations with global warming. 

Alan to draft a reply to Andrew, and there will be scope for further consideration during the consent process. 

9. AGM at 7.30 pm on 16/08/2007 at Lodge on the Inlet. The minutes of this still to be completed.  
10. Date of Next meeting.  Thursday 11 October at 325 Grays Road at 7.30 pm. 

Lynette Wharfe 

Chairperson 
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